[| Sir Richard Steele's || 
||[RECANTATION/| 


_ Frovd in N 


[(ALETTE R of Thanks from 
is Holineſs Pope Clement XI. for the Ser- 
vice done the Catholick Church, by the 
Dedication and Preface of a late Book, 
| Intitul'd, An Account of the State of the 
Roman Catholick Religion throughout the 
World. 


% With a Copy of Verſes added, 
By Mr. SEM ELL. | 


| = 


6 


— —— 


| | But if to inform the Underſtanding, and regulate the 
Mil, is the moſt laſting and diffuſive Benet; there 
will not be found ſo nſeful and excellent an Inſtitution, 
as that of the Chriſtian Priefthaod, which is now be-| | 
come the Scorn of Fools, &c. Guardian, No 130. „ 
It is indeed uſual with the Low Tribe of Writers to pre-] 
tend their Deſign is only to reform the Church, and ex- 
poſe the Vices, and not the Order of the Clergy, Ibid. 
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A Letter of Thanks from His 

Holineſs Pope Clement XI, 
10 Sir Richard Steele, for his 
Dedication lately ſent him. 


A 8 ſoon as your admirable Dedica- 
| tion came to my Hands, that 1 
A might do a Patron's Juſtice to ſo 
A A. celebrated an Author, (notwith- 
ſtanding my own Infalibility, which you 


would ſeem to doubt, ) I referr'd the conſi- 


deration of it to the Congregation de Propa- 
gaxads Fide, with a ſtrict Injunction to weigh 
well the Merits of the Performance, and up- 

on it to make a juſt and equitable Report: 
Accordingly, after a repeated Examination 
of it, with all the Application of fo wiſe a 
Board, they deliver'd it to me very much to 
your Advantage in my Eſteem, aſſuring me, 


that it is the moſt uſeful Piece, and of the 


greateſt conſequence to the Roman Catholick 
Cauſe, that has been publiſh'd in any Infi- 
del Part of Europe for theſe two laſt Ceatu- 


tries. 1 48 | Fs 
nee am 
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It is true, that they agreed that there is 
nothing new in the Epiſtle, or any thing, 
that both they. and I did not know before; 
that our profeſs'd and retain'd Emiſſaries 
have from time to time urg'd the ſame Ab- 
Aurdities in the Proteſtant: Religion, in a 
more ſerious and «methodical Manner; nay, 
they went farther, that all your poinant Sar- 
caſms on every Sect of you proteſting .Here-_ 
tics in general, and of your Church of Eng- 
land in particular, were given to your. World 
with nc leſs Wit and fine Railery in a Book 
call'd, Pax Vobis, printed in the time of the 
late King James, in which was ſufficiently 
prov'd, ev'n by many Inſtances, (which you 
do not vouchſafe to deſcend to,) that all the 
Articles in Controverſy betwixt us may be 
believ'd without the Imputation of Popery : 
So that this Author carry'd the Mirth far- 
ther, and to many more , Particulars, than 
you have yet been pleas'd to gratify us 
—_— $ 
But then ſaid they, though this be as true 
and evident as Matter of Fact can make it, 
though Sir. Richard be a meer Gleaner of the 
Jokes and Scandal of our own Writers, yet 
does not this in the leaſt diminiſh his Me- 
Tits at your Holinefs's Hands, ſince not on- 
1y that Book, but all our other Endeavours 
in a more ſerious Manner have lain under 
this Misfortune and Diſadvantage, that they 
ha ve loſt all or moſt of their Force ew 
| e 


(4 
fe by coming from RG ſuſpe&ted; "that. 
is, either from thoſe of Men known to be 
Papiſts, or of ſuch who for want of being 
known to be otherwiſe, were thought and 
believ'd to be of that Religion; whereas Sir 
Richard Steele is of too conſpicuous a Cha- 
racter, of too eminent Zeal ſor the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment of Great Britain in Churth and 
State, to be ſuſpected to be employ*di-by 
you, or any of yours as an Advocate "hy the 
too much (as he ſeems to confeſs by! the 
drift of his Epiſtle) run down Roman Faith, 
a Faith ;ovidicos to the Vulgar of the ſup⸗ 
pos d Reſorm'd Religion, and this muſt give 
à penetrating Force to his excellent Raile- 
ry, that no fine Taſte of a modern Wir and 

fine Gentleman can be able to reſiſt. 

Nay, I muſt add, had what you have done me 
the Favour to urge in Vindication of my Cauſe 
come from any of thoſe diſtinguiſh'd by the 
Name of High Church in your Country, the 
Service muſt have been of far leſs Advan- 
tage, ſince Four Party have poſſeſs'd the 
People, that thoſe Gentlemen (not withſtand- 
ing they declar'd ſo warmly againſt me in 
the time of King James) have made ſuch 
near Approaches to Rome, that a Reconcis 
liation is almdbſt accompliſſid, ſo that the 
fame from them would have been as excep- 
tionable, as from a Papiſt profeſs d. But when 
all this comes from the Pen of a Low Church 
wat; 0 eminent a wes: ; Nay, the Month of 
| | the 


the Reſult of 


ſenſible. Degrees, till many | 
2 hearty Enemy to Popery, finding 
it to be allow'd to be better than ſomething - elſe, 


the Party, it muſt be taken for granted, that 
nothing leſs, than an irreſiſtible Conviction 
of - Conſcience was the Motive of your Wri- 
ting againſt al Proteſtants whatſoever, and 
for the Roman Catholick Cauſe. When you, I 


 fay, Sir Richard, thus openly and without 


any Diſguiſe Boe us your Opinion, that is 

your long and ſerious Refle- 
ction and Conſideration of the important 
Points in Debate, it muſt have that hap- 
py Influence on your Readers, which the 


utmoſt Endeavours of all our Friends could 


never attain. WR bt tht 
The Reaſon that gives me this agreeable 
Proſpect from this darling Labour of yours 
is drawn from your own Remark on a No- 


tion (as you tell me) ſpread among you, That 


it is better to be 4 Papiſt than a Presbyterian. 
For thus you argue, or rally, or obſerve, call 


it which you pleaſe ; This being alom d by m. 


n Charchmen, and rightly manag d among, the 
Populace, exceedingly diminiſhes the Horror and 
Averſion there us'd to be in our People againſt 
the very Name of Popery ; and this works by in- 
any 4 Man who at. firſt 


of which he knows nothing, beg ins to think with 
wore Patience about it; firſt as nat near ſo bad 


2 ud to be repreſented, and then 4s an inno- 


kent Matter, and then as a very tolerable Reli- 
nue b, nau. 
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un ap4inſt it, and all by the Help of this general 
5 i rightly manag d, os 1 57 the 
edge of his former Paſſion for the Proteſt ant Re- 
ligion, and ſo by Degrees reconciles his Thoughts 
to its contrary · i | aw 

If a ſtrong and fine Imagination can 
draw ſuch fatal conſequences from ſo {light 
a Maxim, how much more favourable Ef. 
fects may au ordinary Judgment expect from 
what you have advanc'd ? A ſtrict Reaſoner 
might perhaps diſpute every point of this 
Progreſfion from any ones Averſion to Preſ- 
byiery, which he does not approve, to his 
preferring Popery, which he hates, to his own 
Religion, his Zeal for which made Diſſenters 
from it ſo odious to him; but, pardan me, 
dear Sir, it is not my , Buſineſs to ſee any 
Faults of yours while they are productive of 
any Benefit to my ſelf ; no, Sir, I muſt ſay 
of your Epiſtle as a Gentleman of your Coun- 
try ſaid a celebrated Poet. $$ YE eonon. | 


Fl « 


CCC 
Tus haſt uo Faults, ar I 0 Faults can ſi); 
Al Beauty thou, or elſe all Blindneſs J. 


No, dear Sir Riabard Steele, all the uſe T 
ſhall make of this ſhall be to magnify my 
Obligations to you, arg vou that! 
am perfectly ſenſible of the Services you have 
done me. For when your People, whether 
Popaulace or Patricians, ſhall find that their 
Religion is confeſs d, nay, and by log 
be | ; LED — PI 3 


Fa - 
fels'd as defective, and imply'd more guilty 
of all the Abſurdities objected to mine; that 
all Proteſtant Churches, not excepting that 
of England, are defective in their Councils, 
Synods, Convocat ions, Canons, Conſtitutions, 
Articles, in their Edacation, Doctrine, Practice, 
and the like; it is eaſy for them to conclude; 
that they ought not to entertain · Averſion 
and Horror for a Church not more abſurd 
than their own, nay, when from your Words 
it is, by a fair Innuenado, far leſs ſo, they may ea- 
ſily begin to think us allo leſs culpable, and by 
conſequence more elegible than the Proteſtant 

Religion under whatever Denomination you 
pleaſe, ſince none of them have thoſe Re- 
ſources we pretend to, and for what you 
have urg'd to the contrary do really and 
actually enjoy. For though a jeſt may pro- 
voke a Smile, and tickle. our 5e Faculty, 
yet it never anſwers an Argument, but may 

influence ſuch, as think Religion of Impor- 
tance enough to be ſerious about, to ima- 
gine that you only ſet up the Laugh becauſe 
you have nothing Solid to offrt. 
And thus, Sir Richard, I think my Obliga- 
tions to you are pretty plain, ſince you have 
made an eaſier way för the Progreſs of your 
Reader towards Popery;/ than the fore-quoted 
Maxim of ſome” «»known and untnoming Par- 
ticulars againſt Preghtery oO 
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(2) 
But you may ſay, perhaps, that my Pro- 
penſity to Gratitude has made me ſuppoſe a 
Benefit where there really is none, for that 
you intended not to lead your Reader to Po- 
pery, but abſolute fidelity; not to make 
them change a bad Religion for a Better, but 
really to ridicule them out of all manner of 
Religion, and to make Mankind happy in 
having as little Faith, as ſome Men have of 
moral Honeſey or Honour. I will not diſpute 
on Trifles with ſo very uſeful a Friend, I 
will yield you this point too, and own with 
all my Heart, that your viſible Aim is, while 
you expoſe all Reveal'd Religions as abſurd. 
and ridiculous, plainly to tell your Reader 
that a Man of Senſe and Reaſon muſt be 
againſt them all. In ſhore, Sir, you cannot 
meet with a more generous Adverſary, than 
the Servant of the Servants of God, Clement XI. 
your particular very humble Servant. 
But, Sir Richard, I would not have given 
up this Point, if it would in the leaſt have 
lefſen'd my Obligations to you; no, Sir, it 
is my Fortune to be oblig'd extreamly to 
you for this Epiſtle, take which End and Aim 
you think fit; and J am infinitely pleas'd 
to be oblig'd to 90, ſince perhaps I am the 
firſt Perſon that ever was; if not, at leaſt 
the firſt Perſon who has at once enjoy'd the 
Papacy, and the zealous Service of the Hhigs, 
or of a Man in ſo eminent a Station among 
them, whoſe Perſon and Writings have al- 


= Þ 
ways found their Favour and ſignal Encou- 
Tou muſt know then, that as Mankind 
are Creatures of a bounded Underſtanding, 
and compos'd of Individuals, for much the 
major Part, incapable of fine Reaſoning, ſo 
far as to make the Dictates of Right Reaſon 
the Motive and Rule of their Opinions and 
Actions; and as there never was a Nation 
in the World (or indeed ever can be) with- 
out a Religion, I mean a Reveal d Religion 
true or falſe, without which indeed Political 
Forieties never did or could ſubſiſt, and as 
there never was any Religion without a 
Prieſt, or Prieſthood to officiate, inſtruct, di- 
rect, and govern the Conſciences at leaſt of 
the Multitude, (pardon me, I do not by the 
word Multitude mean only the Mob, hut 
the generality by many Degrees in all Nati - 
ons,) ſo when 'any Man can (as you have 
ouſly endeavour'd to do) once periwade a 
People that their Prieſthood is culpable, nay, 
abandon'd in Principle and Practice, that 
People, whoſe Underſtanding muſt be con- 
feſs'd incapable of Philoſophizing, muſt na- 
turally return to the Regimen of that Prieſt-. 
bood, Where they may hope to find better 
Principles and more Authority, which from 
what you canfeſs your ſelf is in ours, from 
whom yours derive their Authorities, as is 
confeſs d on all Hands Re i 10 


Again; 


Again, as there can be no Religion without 
a Prieſthood, ſo there can be no Prieſthood 
without Subordination, in Order to their be- 
ing govern'd; for that it is, that gives Superiors 
an Authority, in things relating to their Of. 
fice, over Inferiors, which, whea by your De- 
feace of Mr. Mhiſton, and the other Socs- 
nians, Ariaus, Deiſts, and the like, (of all whom 

ou here avow your ſelf the profeſs'd Ad vo- 
cate,) you deſtroy your Prieſt hood, and leave 
your Layety to ſeek ſome other Prieſthood, 
whoſe Subordination is eminent and uncon- 
troyerted, and whoſe Authority is got allow?d 
to be diſputed, - when exercis'd in its proper 
Function. For, dear Sir Wires believe me, 
as perſwaſive an Orator as you may imagine 
your ſelf, you can never be able to perſwade 
Nations, and people into Deiſm or Atheiſm ; 
if you. fright them or laugh them from one 

articular Religion, they will fix ſoon. on 
Sons other. Thus you haviag ſatisfy'd them, 
(lor which I moſt heartily thank pou,) thaf 
your Church of England, and all other Pro- 
teſtant Churches are corrupt in Doctrine 
and Practice, in Education, Learning, &. 
they muſt neceſſarily return to our Mother 
Church, whoſe Arms ſhall be open to re-. 
ceive them, nay, even to receive you, my 
dear Sir Richard, to whom my Obligations 
under this laſt Head are too evident to ar- 
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gue me guilty of an unreaſonable Fondneſs 


+ 7 „ 


— 
3 


— * * 


of owing them to you. 
| L 


My Obligations to you being thus evi- 
dent, I think my ſelf in Juſtice and Grati- 
tude bound to make you a more ſubſtantial 
Return than bare. Thanks; I would there- 
fore ſend {ou a preſent in Specie, which is 
what moſt of you Dedicators aim at, but 
that I fear it might be lookt on as an Affront 
when offer'd to a Perſon in your high Stati- 
on of a Senator of Great Britain; though 
when by ſuch worthy and witty Epiſtles 
you have reſtor'd the Roman Religion and 
my Juriſdiction, 'and by conſequence your 
Legiſlative Power will be at an end, I will 
make you Collector in Chief of my old Tax 
of Peter Pence, Which by your uſual good 
Husbandry, and prudent Management, may 
prove a more comfortable Equivalent for 
your Loſſes for my ſake, than you have 

| found from the preſent Miniſtry for what 
you threw up in the laſt, In ſhort, I deſign 
to make you fo liberal a Compenſation, that 
if unmeaſur'd Bounty be capable to keep 
you from grumbling at your Rewards, you 
hall be fileat on that Head ever after. © 
But ſince theſe Benefits are at a Diſtance, 
and by referring your Reward to them, I 


* 


may ſeem to adjourn it ſize die, and ſo may 


| 
| 

2 g © 
be ſuſpected of never remembring it more 
I ſhall now endeavour to make you ſome ; 
t 

| 


* Acknowledgment, and anſwer my Obliga- 
tion to you in the ſame Kind it was con- 
fratted in. . oe 


In 


(1x) 

In return, therefore, of your Information 
in things, you thought unknown to me, 
which yet I knew very well before your 
Writing to me, I] will ſend you an Informa- 


tion, perhaps, as ſuperfluous, of what the 


World, your World, I mean, of Great Bri. 
tain ſays of you, by which you will find, that 


I am not deftitute of the beſt; and moſt par- 


ticular Intelligence Nor ſhall I confine this 
Information to what they ſay of you as to 


this Epiſtle, and the Objections they make 


about it, which, 1 confeſs, moſt nearly con- 
cern me; but I ſhall extend it to what they 
ſay of you, as to other Matters, which com- 
poſe the whole of your Character. 
The Cuckold you know is the laſt Man, 

generally ſpeaking, who knows the Infamy 
of his Fate; and ſome Mea think themſelves 
ſuch exquiſite Hypocrites, that they believe 
they conceal from the Eyes of the prying and 
good natur'd Town all their Vices and Fol- 
lies, though they are never ſo flagrant and 
obvious. For my part, I will not ſay, that 
you are thus ignorant of the State of your 
Reputation, for, tho' ſenſible of the uncom- 


mon Infamy affixt to it, you may deſpiſe 


the Opinion and Cenſure of the ſevere, as 
long as you enjoy now an affluent Fortune, 
and have ſo many leading Men of a Party 
your ſtedfaſt Friends and Patrons. But let 
this be as it will, to make ſome manner of 
Payment of ſuch eminent Services receiv'd ; 


= Thall — 


5 ( 12 ) 
1 hall proceed in the manner I propos'd; and 
ro ſhew you what a deſerence I pay to your 
Parts, I ſhall obſerve no more Method, than 
you have done, but put down the. Objections 
with ſuch Refutations, as I can give them, 
as they occur to my Mind without any Re- 
gard to which ſhould come firſt, and which 
Io begin, therefore; they accuſe you of 
never minding your Word and Promiſe, of 
which you are tree to a Prodigality to-draw 
. wretched Men into a long and fatal 
ependance on you, without ſo much as the 
leaſt Intention or Thought of making even 
one ſingle Step towards their Satistaction, 
from Councellor to the facetious Leather 
Breeches Maker. 1 4 8 
Now, Sir Richard, to do you Juſtice on 
this Head, 1 muſt tell theſe Reproachers of 
your good Nature, Veracity, and Honour, 
that you have kept your Word with me to 
the greateſt Nicety; tor as you promis'd, you 
have reſtor'd to me Foar. fold, with all poſſi- 
ble Advantage to our Church; for which, 
Sir, I mult tell you too, that Tand my Church 
ſhall ever acknowledge our ſelves your moſt 
obſequious humble Servants ; and promiſe 
you, that if you ſhould not ſucceed in the 
Maſterſhip of the Charter Hoaſe, I will pre- 
ſent you with as goed a thigg ; for if your 
Patrons in England can diſpenſe with your 
being marry'd in that Poſt, from which the 
e 5 73 - -<Pouooer's 
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Founder's Will and Eſtabliſhment, for that 
Reaſon, excludes you; I can and will diſ- 
penſe with it by my Iafallibility, and make 
you my Cardinal Nephew, for 1 ſcorn to be 


out done by Heretics in Gratitude ; not that 


I have really a better Opinion of, or greater 
Inclinations to Gratitude than you have Sit 


Richard, but becauſe in Political Prudence I 


ought to encourage ſuch extraordinary Friends 
in an extraordinary manner; and therefore, 
rather than miſs that. Point, I would my ſelf 
riſe up to do you Honour, and declare you 
Chairman (to ſpeak aſter your way) of the 
Congregation de Propagandi ide. 
Some have been ſo rude to you as to ac- 


cuſe you of Falſhood in your Repreſentation 


of the Education of your Di verſity; ſince 
in one of them, at leaſt, moſt of the Art of 
Wrangling is thrown out of Doors, and all 


the free Enquiries after Truth in the beſt 


Authors allow'd. They ſay Logic is indeed 
taught, but they can find no greater Danger 
of Popery from it, than of Heathenifm; ſince 


the Syllogiſm was in uſe long before Chriſtia- 


nity it ſelf, and therefore they cannot be 
reconciled to you for being ſo furious againſt 
it. But, dear Sir, theſe Men never conſider ; 
elſe how could they in Reaſon be angry with 
you for declaring againſt Logic. ' Every Body 


| knows the old Adage, When Reaſon 5s againſt 


as, we are againſt Reaſon, Thus 'tis a Maxim 
in Logic, A Particulari ad Generale non valet con- 
- , 2 2 * * »4 - * > 4 
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(14) 
fequentia, there can be no conſequence drawn 
from a particular to 4 General; and this horri- 
ble Maxim would at one blow deſtroy all 
your. witty Reflectiogs on your Clergy, E. 
ducation, Doctrine, Practice, &c. fince from 
the Doctrines and Practices of ſome particu- 
lars, you have brought a general Charge a- 
gainſt all Proteſtant Divines ; who could 


therefore expect that you ſhould be a Friend 


to Logic, when Logze is ſo great an Enemy 
to E and I do not know that the Evan- 


gelical Precept of loving your Enemies ex- 
tends to the Arts and Sciences. Then again, 


you know, that one part of Lggic treats of 
Method ; now, who in Reaſon could expect 
that you ſhould be a Friend to that Art, 
with which that very Werd is ſo much in 
Favour, which implies a Contradiction to 
all you ever writ. Method produces Perſpi- 
cuity and Evidence, but thoſe are obſolete 
Benefits of Writing and Reading, contemn'd 
by our leading Modern Authors, and by 
none more, than Sir Richard. Your Buſineſs 
you know is Confuſion and Obſcurity, things 


of much more Uſe and Neceflity to your 


End, than Perſpicuity, for thus you amuſe 
the Reader, and puzzle the Cauſe, and ſe- 
cure your ſelf from Confutation, for to make 
a direct Anſwer to you would be much ſuch 
an heroic Undertaking as Dos Quixot with 
the Windmill, SEES 
J Datel 4 4.243% 24 t taaathes 


Another Objection that they make is againſt 
your attacking Religion in Print, which ſeems 
to be an Appeal to the People: All Alterati- 
ons, ſay they, of Religion in England having 
been made by the Læiſlature, it ſeems a be- 
traying the high Poſt he is choſen to in 
not applying to them for Redreſs of the ſe- 
veral Enormities of the Clergy, and the Cor- 
ruptions of the Church, but to the Mob with- 
out Doors, which is a Crime he lays at the 
Door of the Tories in ſome other Caſes. But 
then their Malice don't conſider that you, 
Sir Richard, do not write to the Mob, but 

the Beaux Eſprits; that the Mob read not 
your Writings, and that therefore their 
Anger ſhould ceaſe on that Head; this was 
urg*d by one of my Emiſſaries, but he was 
taken up very ſharply, that he was in an 
Error in that particular; for, ſaid they, there 
are two ſorts of Mob, the great Mob and the 
ſmall, and the Miſchief is more Extenſive to 
write to the great Mob, than to the ſmall; 
the latter perhaps would not be touch'd with 
what they {did not really underſtand ; but 
the former (which is compos'd of Half-Wits, 
Half. Scholars, ignorant Fellows of Dignity, 
Eftates and Fortune) pleas d with the impiery 
ſwallow the poifon'd Bait, and think they 
can't be Witty, if they are not Wicked, Nay, 
their Malice on this Head tranſported them 
to ſay, that none but theſe two Mobs read 
your Penny Papers, from whence all your 

Autho- 


(16) 


Authority and periſhable Fawe is deriv'd ; * 
Men of fine Senſe, Judgment, and Learn- 
ing always deſpis'd them. To theſe, mali- 
cious Reflections, I ſhall only draw a Vin- 
dication of your Merit from ſo famous a; 


Wit, as my Lord . 


1 


1 yet that Talent Merits ; in ſome fort, 3 
Ne can divert the Kabble and the Court. 


And this GE. my Information be true) 
you have obtain'd to an eminent Degree, in 
your Tatters, Spectators, Guardians, &c. The 
Ladies and the Chamber-Maids, the Lords and. 
the Chairmen, were equally tranſported with. 
\ Admiration of your Wit and five Parts. And 
this, Applauſe I am perſonall y oblig*d to con- 
firm, ſince all the Service I owe to the pre- 
ſent Greatneſs of Nn Name, is owing en- 
tirely to it. l 5 
Bur they grew indeed almoſt il on 
this. Head; they / inſiſted, that you were in 
thoſe Papers the. Wren, . born aloft. on the 
Eagles back; that is, you were ſet up by. 
other Men's Learning and Wit, without the. 
Knowledge of any one Art or Science your 
ſelf; and therefore now decry the Seats and 
Fountains of thoſe Arts, to which you ner 
could AMR no; 
Io remove my ſurprize, that a, Man 
ö ſhould be deny'd al Excellence, who had 


Bot woch a Reputation they tell me, that 
| * 
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Eng laud was never yet the Place in the World; f 
where Aris and their real Maſters have found 
a juſt Encouragement, ſince there has ſeldom 
appear'd a Patron qualify'd to diſtinguiſh 
between Merit and Pretence. Milton him- 
ſelf (admir'd in Itah even for his Juvenilia) 
found not one Patron in a blind Old Age; 
Spencer out-liv'd in Penury, Want and Sow-, 
row, Sir Philip Sidzey, the only Patron of 
your Nation; Butler ſtarv'd, Dryden dragg'd 
a wretched Life, 'till the Gangrene came 
to his Relief; and had not Mycherh's Father 
dy'd in time, he had experienc'd the fame 
Fate with his Friend Butler. On the con- 
trary, Sir William Davenant, who ſcarce writ 
done Line worth Reading, rais'd an Eſtate 
by his Poetizing, and Pope has Thouſands 
ſubſcrib'd for perverting Homer's Majeſtic 
Verſe into Claudiar”s Identic Numbers And 
Sir Richard Steele got many an Hundred 
Pounds by Penny Papers of Oddities (that is, 
a whimſical Ramble of Fancy efcap'd from 
the direction of Judgment and Reaſon) in 


Which the next Age will wrap up Tobacco, 


or with them underlay Mincolies. | 
But, Sit Richard, there is no Objection 
Which vexes one more, than this, which is 
tranſmitted to me, and that is, that you 
really (id not Pen this Epiſtle to me; he- 
cauſe, ſay they, it contains various Patticu- 
lars; of which the Kaigitt is entirely igno- 
tant. Nay, they go farther yet, thought 
FO 1 ä certainly 


BY (18) "Ii 
certainly without any manner of Certainty, 
that it was Written (if not by one of my 
Prieſts) yet by a certain Dr. of L—, who 
turn'd Papiſt in King James's time, and has 

ever ſince been working hard againſt the 
Clergy, and the Proteſtant Religion; for, ſay 
they, none but a Papiſt, or faſt Friend to 
Papiſts could write a Letter deſign'd, plainly 
to undermine the whole Proteſtant Syſtem ; 
for while you contend that you ought to 
have no Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, no ſettled 
or agreed Form of Worſhip or Belief, you 
neceſſarily reduce the State of Proteſtaniſin to 
Anarchy and Confuſion, which is the ſureſt 
Step ro Deſtruction, than which nothing 
can be 1 to the Servant of the 
Servants f Go F . 
And here I can't forget a piece of News 
they ſend me, which yet Jam afraid flatters 
my Inclinations too much to be true, and 
that is, that the Whigs are at laſt become 
my Friends, and in this Epiſtle eſpouſe my 
Cauſe very heartily ; but 1am doubtful, that 
my Agents take this to be Fact only from 
your appearing in it, who have for ſome 
time been eſteem'd the Merits of that Party. 
If it be true indeed, that they eſpouſe this 
Letter for the Subſtance and Drift of what 
it contains, and not becauſe it is written by 
Joa, I can defire no better Friends, for by 
their Approbation of your expoling in this 
ridiculous Manner all the whole W and 
N 1 Pon 
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Foundation of the Proteſtant Syſtem, they 
mult. render that of our Holy Church the 
more agreeable to all Men, who would wil- 
lingly have ſome Certainty in things of ſuch 
Importance as Religion ſeems to be, if there 

be any thing at all in Religion. | | 
Nor does your Sarcaſm on the Infallibility 
at all ſhock me or leſſen my Eſteem of you 
and your friendly Endeavours for my Ser- 
vice, ſince you may be fatisfy'd, that no 
Man of Reaſon will think hat a greater. 
Abſurdity, than an eſſential Confuſion, and per- 
petual Mandring in the Dark, without ever 
coming to any fixt State of Faith, for when- 
ever you do that, all rheſe Grievances Will 
return in their full Force, and the conſe- 
quence of what you ſay is, That let you have 
what Bucket or Cord you pleaſe, Trath is 
plac'd at ſuch a Diſtance, ſo very deep in 
the Well, that no Length of Cord can ever 

acht, | 6's | i 
This puts me in Mind how ridiculous one 
of your Nation thought this very fine Noti- 
on of yours; for Butler in Hudibras has theſe 
Lines on this Head. 7 11s Sg 


Which always muſt be carry'd on, 
Aud fill be doing never done; 
+ As if Religion were intended, 
For nothing elſe but to be mended. 
As though Divinity had catehd, 
The {teh on parpoſe ta be. ſcratch". 


D 2 Thus 


. 


Thus you ſee, that you Wits can ridicule 


both ſides, and of which I ſhall rake. time 
- £0 make my beſt Advantage. | 5 


But then my Satisfaction is ſomething a- 


bated by another Information, that I have 


juſt now receiv'd, which is, that the ſober, 
religious, and ſedate Whigs diſown you on 
Account of this very Letter, and with great 
Warmth declare, that you make Religion 
and Truth a ſort of Blindaman's Buff, catch 


that catch can; and that he who is caught 


is immediately to be blinded, or thought 
blind, by the next, that comes in play. But, 
ſay they, the Nature of Mankind is ſuch, 
that of all things Certainty is moſt agreeable, 
and that an imaginary Certainiy, or Infallibility 
will always be preſerr'd to a corfeſs'd uncer- 


tainty, that every Traveller will chooſe a 
Way, that they are told will lead them to 
ſome Inn, rather, than that, which they are 


inform'd by thoſe that paſs it, affords no 
place of Reſt or Refreſhment, nor any End 
of a very troubleſome journey. 1 06 


7 * 


Is this the Author, ſays another, of tbe 


Chriſtian Heroe ? This the Gentleman, who 


has written ſo ſeverely on the Free- Thinkers, 
and deny'd them the Liberty of making 
uſe of their own Ropes and Buckets to ſearch 
for Truth? To theſe, I have order'd this Re. 
ply to be made, that you have thought ſince 


more ſeriouſly of the matter, and this has 


- 
12 
2 


drawn from you this glorious Recantation to 
R 2 he 
. 
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the Free-Thinkers in your Preface— 4c 
knowledge it bas been ſometimes with Me, as it 
is with too many others, that a ſort of implicit © 
Religion ſeem'd the moſt eaſy, and maſt conform- 
able, and that a blind Veneration far I knew not 
what, and I knew not when, ſtood for every 


thing valuable and important. I confeſs, I mas 


not enough aware that this Implicitneſs of Con- 
duct is the great Engine of Popery, fram'd for 
the Deſtruction of good Nature, as well as good 
Senſe. But my Benevolence to my Fellow Crea- 
tapes, I can truly ſay is, and has been warm and 


inflexible: And this it is, that has at length 


alarm'd and rousd my Underſt anding, which one 
or two accidental Shocks have ſettled into the Or- 
der wherein I nom feel it. 85 
This Paragraph (ſaid a Church Whig of 
your Acquaintance) is a plain Recantation 
of all he has written for Religion and Order, 
which he confeſſes the Effect of want of con- 


ſidering, and a ſort of Lethargy of his Un- 
derſtanding, which ſome few Shocks from 


the ill Conduct of ſome of the Clergy has 
rous'd to condemn and contemn the whole 


Order. But what this pious Benevolence ro 


his Fellow Creatures means, I confeſs (ſays he) 
I am at a loſs to find. Benevolence in plain 
Engliſh is, a wiſhing well to any one, but 
to wiſh and adviſe all Men, Learz'd and Un- 
learn d, to throw off their Regard to their 


Teachers, to chriſten and inſtruct (if they 


are to giye them any Inſtruktion at all) their 


(un 
own Children, and the like, be to with wel 
to his Fellow Creatures, then certainly to 


wiſh them full of Confuſion, in things where 


Confuſion is the molt dangerous, is to wiſh 
them well, and an undeniable Proof of Be- 
nevolence. * N = | 

Nor is it ſufficient (purſues this angry. 
Perſon) that he banter me with Pretences 
of his paſt Value for the Clergy. Al this 
the World knows (ſays the Knight) with what. 
Tenderneſs of Affection, and what a Sincerity of. 
Paſſion I have eſpous d the Cauſe of the Clengy. 
and Univerſities; that they have been obſerv'd to 
be the Delight of my Tongue, and the darling. 


* Subject of my Converſation, and that T have with 


an impetuouſneſs of Warmth in Seaſon, and out 
of Seaſon run into their Defence and their Pane- 
gyric. But what can 1 ſay, the Cauſe, the Topic 
I delighted in is tors from me, &c. I would 


only ask the Knight (ſay your Friend) whe- 
ther the Conduct of ſome of the preſent Cler- 


gy, and ſome young Students of the U»z- 
Verſities be what has robb'd him of this dar- 
ling Theme? Was the Order it felf his 


Darling, or were only ſame of the Members 


of it ſo? If the Iaſtitution or Order it ſell were 
the Topic he delighted in, he does it no man- 
ner of common Jultice to ſuffer the particu- 
lar Tranſgreſſions of ſome Particulars to leſſen, 
much leſs deprive his Tongue of ſo extraor- 


dinary a Pleaſure, ſince the Excellence of the 


Order cannot, with Juſtice, be impair d 4 


— 
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the Faults of any of its Members, elſe: Re: 
ligion it ſelf might loſe him for an Advocate, 
becauſe it is abus d by ſome who profeſs it; 
nay, indeed this may be the Reaſon, he now 
appears in Print againſt hat, as well as its 
Prieſts and Teachers. 7 8 e 
But if ſome particular Clergymen only 
were his darling Theme (for he all along 
ſeems to deny all Reſpect to the Character, 
allowing it only to the Goodneſs of the Poſ- 
ſeſſor) this he is not robb'd of, for he owns 
ſeveral not yet to have bow'd the Knee to 
Baal, but for this the Inſtitution and Order 
has no great Obligation to him, nor can I 
find where his former Merit, to that, lay if 
it extended no farther. | 979 
Pardon me, dear Sir Richard, I ſay not this 
my ſelf, I that am to reap the Benefit of your 
Apoſtacy, have no Reaſon to find Fault with 
it; I only do the part of a grateful Man ob- 
lig d, by giving you Information for Informa- 
tion, Which I could not do without ſending 
you an Account how your Affairs ſtand in 
Britain, as you have ſent me in what Con- 
dition mine are. A in 
I therefore muſt proceed to the Concluſion 
of your Whig-Friend's Remarks on your E 
piftle and Preface. He has only done Juſtice 
(ſaid he) in owning that he went not on the 
bottom of zu) Party, for furely 20 Party is 
- yer fo abandon'd as to own, or allow that 
Scribler on its ſide, who makes a bold and 
als. 1 bare- 


(m3 - , 
bare-fac'd Attaque on all Religion, eſpecially 
on all that which pretends to call it ſelf Pro- 
teſtant; no Whig will own him, who Aſſaults 
the Church of England and its Clergy, its Do- 
ctrine and Practice, its Ceremonies and Juriſ- 
diction at a time, when ſo many pretend to 
be afraid of its being in Danger, and thar ill 
Men are carrying on Deſigns for its Deſtru- 
ction? And is not what Sir Richard Steele 
has offer'd, as much as in him lies, to con- 
firm all their Suſpicions, when a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, a profeſs'd Whig, celebra- 
ted and profeſs'd Advocate for that Party, 
ſhall publiſh ſo plain a Declaration againſt 
the Church, and its Inſtitutions ? Is it not to 
give Ground to the Enemies of it to inſi- 
nuate, nay, and to prove, that Men of ſuch 
Principles cannot be Friends to the Church 
by Law Eſtabliſb d? will they not be apt to 
ſay, that this ludicrous Introduction is but 
the preamble to their nefarious Intentions? 
I confeſs (purſu'd he) I can't think my good 
Friend has at all contradicted himſelf, by what 
he has been thought formerly to have writ- 
ten for Religion, becauſe I know thoſe Eſſays 
were the Labour of other Men's Pens ; nay, 

I could excuſe him from being in reality the 
Author of this Free- Thinbing Epiſtle, becauſe 
I know the Knight's Capacity and his Learn- 
ing, but then the putting his Name to it is 
an avowing, and owning all that it contains. 
Had a Toland, a Collins, a Tindall, or the like, 

3 given 


4 


. 

given us this Production, it would have been 
of leſs evil conſequence, their very Names 
would have arm'd us againſt the Miſchiefs, 
they deſign'd, and prepar'd us with an An- 


tidote againſt the Poiſon of their ſophiſtical 


Buffoonry ; but the Inſinuations of the Reli- 
gious Sir Richard Steele, the profeſs'd In- 
veigher againſt the Free-Thinkers, and all E- 


.nemies of Revealed Religion, the zealous 


Defender of the Clergy and Univerſities, are 
to be fear'd may ſink dee per into the Memo- 
ry and propagate that Cauſe, he would ſeem 
to oppole. 2 


I know (continu'd he) it has been urg'd, 


that his Services have not met with a Com- 


171 1 equal to his Expectations, and that 
je is not perfectly calm on that Head, and 
therefore they ſuppoſe his Reſentments a- 


— 


yan the leading Whies, and perhaps His 
Majeſty likewiſe, has produc'd this Epiſtle to 
render them unpopular, and ſo under the 
faint Diſguiſe of a Pazegyric, has palm'd on 
us a Satyr on the beſt of Rings, Patriots, and 
Conſtitutions. „ | 

Dear, Sir Richard, theſe are melancholy 
Stories, but you know your Candour to me 
requires a ſuitable Return, and I muſt needs 
ſay, you only of all the Free-Thizkers could 


ſerve me effectually by publiſhing your 


Thoughts. 
7 


Some are ſo malicious as to declare their 


ſurprize, that Sir Richard ſhould be ſo fond 


of recommending the Modern Heretics for the 


Honefty and Morality of their Lives. Why, 


ſay they, does Sir Richard really think there 


is a Merit and a Virtue in Moral Honeſty? 


Nay, and that ſo great as to atone for all 
other Defects? ſurely he muſt be a great 
Proficient in that Excellence? paying of Debrs, 
keeping ones Word and poſutive Promiſes, are 
parts of this Moral Honour or Honeſty, and 
theſe are Perfections, which he enjoys in a 
ſuperlati ve Degree. But, ſays he, I would 


have Sir Richard know, that Moral Honeſty 


reaches further, than theſe common Offices of 
Life; it extends to our Duty to the Pablic, 
in not diſturbing the Tranquility of our 
Country in Religion or Politics; by broach- 
ing New Notions, or reviving Old Hereſies, 
the Proofs of which are far from a Poſſibili- 
fy of being clear and convincing, and by his 
own Rule cannot be concluſive, or fix Man- 
kind ſomewhere with the pleaſure of og 
at laſt pull'd Truth out of the Well, an 

made her viſible to all Men. But I cannot 


(purſu'd he) diſcover any mighty Weight 


and Streſs to be laid on the good Lives and 


Honeſty of the Modern Heretics; for I can 


find no manner of conſequence, that becauſe 
a Man lives well in the private Duty of 
Life, that therefore he muſt think well, and 
be poſſeſs d with ſound Principles in the 

| - OE Credenda, 
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Credenda, and have a privilege of diſturbing 
the Public with his own Notions, unleſs Sir 
Richard will contend, that it is no Matter 


what we believe; the conſequence of which 
will be, that it is no Matter whether we be- 


lieve any thing at all or not. I muſt inform the 
witty Knight, that Julian the Apoſtate (if we 


believe Marcellinus and ſome other Hiſtorians) 


was not reproachable with any ſignal Inmo- 
ralities ; that Epicurus was remarkable for his 
Temperance and Virtue, and yet, I hope, 
that would be but a lame Plea to a wiſe 
State or Governour not to puniſh ſuch as ad- 
vanc'd a Doctrine, which cut off all Com- 
munication betwixt Heaven and Mankind, 
and render'd all Religious Duties mere Fop- 
peries, and made them entirely uſeleſs ? Nay, 


many of the Popiſh Saints have led Lives 


very Rigid and Moral, yet ſure the Knight 


would not conclude, that we ſhould all turn 


Carthuſians, becauſe Bruno was an honelt 


In ſhort (concluded he) I can ſee nothing 
in this to the Knight's purpoſe, unleſs he 
would perſwade the World, that the Con- 
vocation and Clergy purſue not an Heretic for 
his Hereſie in Opinion, but merely. becauſe 
he is Honeſt and a good Liver. *Tis ſaid, in- 
deed, that the beſt Friends falling out, ſome- 
times make the moſt inveterate Enemies, 


—- 


and ſure the greateſt Enemy the Clergy has 


yet 


| 
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yet found, could not lay a more inveterate 


Charge to them, than this. 5 


Well! Sir Richard, be at eaſe, I am now 
got over this Information, and would have 
you make the beſt uſe of it, you can in your 
Defence, for whatever I think my ſelf, I 
would by no means have the World believe 
you Irreligious, or an Atheiſt, for then you 
could do me no farther Service. 
But, I believe, I have tir'd you, as well 


as my ſelf, and therefore I will keep what I 


have elſe to inform you of, in Petto, both in 
Regard of your Complement to the Biſhops 
whom you approve, as if they were Enemies 
to the Ceremonies, Rights, Canons, and Conſt itu- 


tions of their omn Church and Country, and your 


putting on a Foot the Divinity of our Savi- 
our, and our Diſputes about the Virgin Mary, 
and ſeveral other notable Points, which 
would ſwell my Anſwer to a Bulk, as great 
as your Epiſtle. I ſhall only return you my 
Thanks for a notable Diſcovery, and which 
no Man of 4% Penetration and fie Senſe, 


than Sir Richard Steele could ever have made, 


and that is, that the noiſy make moſt noiſe every 
where, Toweyou for a Pun or Two, which 
when at leifure Pll repay, for' ſure this 


- muſt be Current Wit in your Country 


when ſuch a Maſter of fine Railery, as Sir 
Richard Steele deſcends to tranſmit them to 
Jtaly.. I could name an Exgliſb Paper, where 
w_ VVV ON 
, ee 


Cle} 


you might find, that hint of drinking the 


Church's Health, expos'd as pleaſantly, as 


you have given it me in your Epiſtle, but I 
will not rob you of the Reputation, you pro- 
poſe, by being the firſt Remarker upon it, 

Well! I now come to your Noverint Uni- 


verſi, your Kpow-thens, which] return in this 


manner. 
Know then, Sir Richard Steele, and let all 
your Conclave of Friends and Patrons know, 


aud let all your Wits at Buttons or Whites, 
your Politicians at St. James's Coffee-Houſe, 


your Divines at Child's; let your whole Charch 
know, and let the zuiverſal World, wherever 
you carry on any Trade, kzow, that I have 


 Jometime known, that King George actually 
wears the Britiſh Crown; and if you will 


needs have the eloquent Tautology, Sir, that 
the Elector of Braunſwick-Lanenbargh is now 
King of Great Britain, with all that you add 
for four or five Pages together ; and let them 
all know, that I Clement XI. Pope of Rome, 
do bear Witneſs to the Truth 1 hate, that 


his Juſtice, Wiſdom, Conſtancy, Integrity, were 
ſufficiently known to me and to all Europe long 
ago; and that if I ſhould think fit to take 


your Advice, and deſcend from my ſever 
Hills, and not diſdain to tread upon the level 
Plain; if I ſhould unrobe my ſelf of all the 


gaudy Attire of a pompous Superſtition, and 
lay aſide all Embarraſſments of worldly 
Grandeur; in ſhort, without purſuing your 


- 
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6360) by 
dampous Stile any farther, if I would be a Subject 
and a Proteſtant, (and you know, Men of your 
Notions and Mine may be of one Religion, as 
well as of another, if Intereſt did not determine 
us,) I would chooſe of all the Monarchs of 
the Earth to be a Subject to King George. 
But ſince I am a Roman, enjoy a Triple 
Crown, a good comfortable Subſiſtence for 
a ſingle Man, I do verily believe I ſhall not 
take your Advice; that I ſhall not deſcend 
from my ſeven Hills, but fit there *till I die, 
and carry my Soveraignty to the Grave; and 
in the mean while I here ſend you ſome Obſer- 
vations of your Friends in Britain on this ve- 
ry Panegyric on the molt deſerving of Princes. 
There is (fay they) no greater Proof of King 
George's Wiſdom, Juſtice, and his other Royal 
Virtues, than the unexampled Force, they 
diſcover in compelling the Acknowledgment 
of them from the very Man, who mutt in- 


evitably be cruſh'd by the Reality of their 


Exiſtence, For Wiſdom and Juſtice in a 


Prince will not only forbid his Encourage- 


ment of a Writer againſt the Efabliſh'd Re- 


Igion of his Country, the Security of which 


mult always be the Prince's greateſt Safety; 
an Advocate for Hereſie, 25 and Confaſion, 

for all the wild Enthuſiaſtic Sects,. that ever 
did or can appear, and for depriving of the 
Clergy of all Power of maintaining its De- 
crees, Canons, Order, and Diſcipline ; but call on 
him for his higheſt Indignation, and ſevereſt 
Funiſhment. Lou 


T2 

You praiſe His Majeſty's Religion, as if 
it conſiſted only in Chriſtian Virtues; and 
would have us believe, that he reckons nor 
Faith a part of Religion, and to that purpoſe 
you bring in without Bigottry ; but if we may 
gheſs at your meaning of the word Bigorrry, 
by the Context of your Epiſtle, it conſiſts in 
an Eſteem, Value, and Regard of, and to Subordi- 
nation, and regular Church Goverument; in hold- 
ing that the Clergy ſhould have the Informa- 
tion of the Conſciences of the People commit- 
ted to their Charge, and meddle with the very 
Things, to which their Study and Vocation 
direct them; on the contrary, not to be a 
Bigot in your Senſe, is to be free from all Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Tyes and Obligations; to be Soci- 
nians, Arians, Deiſts, Atheiſts, and for a per- 
fe Spiritual Anarchy. Is not this to Stab 
with a Panegyric, and miſrepreſent your Ning 
at a time, When an Aſſurance of his true 
Character of Religion would be more juſt, 
more grateful, and more uſeful ; is not this 
to juſtify as much as you can the Clamour 
of the Church's Danger. 5 
This, I confeſs, dear Sir Richard, though 
urg'd by your Enemies, I wiſh were well 
clear'd for both our ſakes. I wiſh your In- 
formation may be true of the Defection of 
the Clergy from the Hanover Cauſe, which, 
if it be not ſo, ſome more /ach Panegyrics 
may render compleat. I confeſs I have long 

ſince order'd my Sion Leſey to urge all his 
| 0 Art 
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Art. in corrupting the Clergy; and I know 
Power isa thing Men are apt to be very fond 
of. Accordingly he has in Obedience ro my 
Orders ſent a Letter to your Parts, in which 
he aſſures the Clergy, that the Pretender will 
make them independant of the State, Tax: free, 
and the like; but I did not really believe, 
that this ſham would take among Men ſo 
Learn'd in our Affairs. For they muſt needs 
know, that neither the Pretender nor I look 
on them to be any Clergy at all, but mere 
Laymen, and ſo can never claim the fulfilling 
of a promiſe, which was really meant to my 
Clergy; and that was giving them no more, 
than they at preſent enjoy. 

It ſeems to me impoſſible, that Men of 
Parts and Poſſeſions, and I ſuppoſe of ſome 
Religion, ſhould be fo far infatuated with 
the Proſpect, or rather Deſire of imaginary, 
not to ſay impracticable Power, as to be 
perſwaded to riſque the Certainty of all thoſe 
Things, that are, and always have been 
generally dear to all Men, on the bare Word, 
the bona fide of a Man, bred up in an oppo- 
ſite Faith from his Childhood in the Court, 
and under the Wing of Lewis XIV : fo fa- 
mous for keeping of his Word ; for the Che- 
valier cannot poſſibly give them any better 
Security, than his Word. Leu muſt pardon 

me, dear Sir Richard, if I do not perfectly 
believe your Account, becauſe, tho? I hear- 


tily wiſh it, it ſeems ſo monſtrouſly abr", 
One | | that 


ſ us to deſtroy, the Tokens of Deſtruction are 
moſt viſible upon them, for they muſt needs 


know. that they can have no Reſſourſe if 


the Chevalier ſhould at keep his Word; 
that is, come up to what they take to be 
made to themſelves; he is back'd by the 
Power of France, whoſe Power then Europe 


could not reſcue them from, taught by 


their Uſage of his Father not to truſt to 
theſe Principles, againſt which Nature is fo 
apt to rebel and prevail, I am afraid you 
form your Notion of the Numbers from 
Country Carates, and Men of ſmall Livings, 
who hope by ſucha Change to improve their 
Benefices ; and not from the Dignitary Men 
of Poſſeſſions, and of Learning, who mult 
know that their Security_is in King George, 
And yet the meaner Clergy will be deceiv'd, 
for all the valuable Livings will ſcarce an- 
ſwer the Number. of our Jeſuits, Monks, 
Froars, ſecula. Prieſts, and the like, who be- 
ing actually in Orders, which they are nor, 
muſt be firſt provided for. All theſe con- 
fiderations, and ſeveral others (as to Wives, 
Children, and Families) make me ſuſpend 
my belief; and yet in common Civility 
and Gratitude, 1 dare not queſtion your 
EY ĩ ²¹h⸗ftʒʒr 
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Fereen and hope to find whe; you fend 
me, true, and then I may have it ſoon in 
my Pow er to make you a more agreeable 
roy than the wy Thanks of, 8 


iis — * — 


# 14 4 * 


- Dear S Richard Creel ; 


. 15 10 VE 1 5 Tour, mot Olhiged | 
eko vf > 929 23 
A poſtolical Benedifti- "NI 


on, e 
e ef, e 5 


1 5 's \ F "= 24 
, „ =O L E M ns N T r XI 
& 4 : , B TY C 1 a L 
b 2* 8 4 3 + 
= . 1 : 4 £4 s WW 1 1117 
* 
1 F 1064-3071 0 DOE" 3 
| #2 % nin den : 
i * 1 * : 5 E+7 5 13 * 2 , / ” 1 24 7 | 
— * $891 , oY cr — — — 
e — * 
* 1 
13 "# 4 Y 14 $:3-# TY = + . 7 j 
7 * .# " | 14 * 4 2 . 3, 33 4 wit 3 1 # $4 
* . 
FP . 6. 3 = ir & F. 1 . 
* . a * . . 4 1 8 


Our is Kath in "ny Epiltle* to AY Pops, 
Lare angry at the Panegyrics, mm de on 
Queen Aune after ſhe was Dead; but for- 
Seide nher; he Publiſh'd one on her Siſter 
£igh 15 "Yeats after her Demiſe, a Satyr on 
which; being, ſent, me by a Friend, 1 make 
bold to join it to this Anſwer ' of Pope 
Clemons, XI. and i iS as. follows. 5 


Upon 
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Upon Mr. Steele“: Incomparable || Elegy on the 
| Death of Queen Mary. Publiſbd Eighteen 
Tears after it was mritten. 


' 


MI RY the Wiſe, the Pious, and the Juſt, 
Some Eighteen Years ago was laid in Duſt A 
The Bards, who ever have their Harps in Tane, 
Sung each her Elegy, and Tung it ſoon. | 
But honeſt Dick, who was not then a Wit, 
And only whiſper'd to a Friend, he — writ, 
Reſolv'd the common Road of Fame to ſhun, 
And ſhew his Sorrow when the reſt had done ; 
O! what a Pleaſure tis to cry alone! . 
Dick was a Critick, and had ſomewhere read 
The Recipe for Wit that Horace made, | 
Poet, for Nine Tears keep yon Verſe with Care 
 Loek'd in your Study cloſe, for fear of Air: © 
Maturing thus, it will by Time acquire | 
Fancy and Spirit, Energy and Fire, e 
So in Devonia's Cliffs the Swallow lies 
By Sleep defended from the wintry Skies, | 
Improv'd by Sloth, and Dappy Quiet there, 
She wings more lightly thro' the liquid air. 
- Theſe Things conſider d well, thinks Dick, if Nine 
Will make the Poet, and his Works divine, _....' - 
What will Nine more perform? My gentle Rlüme, 
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Whate er it wants in Nit, ſhall have in Time.” 
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A See Mr. Steele's Miſcellany. 1 1 804 
Nonumque prematur in Annum. Hor. Art. Poer. 
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Thus long ſuppreſs'd, the Poem comes at laſt, 
© Like tainted Autton kept too long for Taſte, 

Full of ſach fine Conceits as erſt have — — 

Upon the Milk maid's, or the Bell man's Tongue. 

O Dick! ſo much extoll'd, fo much cry'd down, - 

Now thou art kind unto the doubtful Towng  - © 

What thy ſelf wrote, thou boldly ſhew'ſt us here, 
And wc abſolve thy Friends from any Share; 

Tho' ow upon adopted Growths you thrive, 

You flouriſh'd {ike your ſelf in Ninety Five, 
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There is preparing for the Prefs, and will 
ſoon be Publiſh'd ; A full Vindication of the 
Religion, Wiſdom, and Juſtice of King George, 

from the baſe. and malicious Inſinuations of 
one Sir Richard Steele in a Letter to Pope 
A Complaint from the Church of Eng- 
i land to the Houſe of Commons, againſt the 
| public Aſſault of Sir Richard Steele, a Member 

| of that Honourable Houſe, on Her Rights 
Immunities, Diſcipline, Practice, &c. ſhew- 


ing, that he ought to be expell'd the Houſe, 


y * 


as well as his Countryman A/z7. 


